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Exploration of Dermatoglyphic Statistics

Based on Analysis of Leme Bai Nationality

LIU Yang-fan, LI Hui, JIN Jian-zhong, JIN Li

Center for Anthropological Studies, School of Life Sciences, Fudan University, Shanghai 200433, China
Abstract: We collected the dermatoglyphs of Leme, a branch of Bai nationality located in Lanping Bai-Pumi Autonomous
County of Yunnan Province, and compared it with 26 related ethnic populations. We found it quite a pure population of Bai,
and shall be one of the most valuable representatives while studying the origin and development of Tibeto-Burman and Bai
ethnic system. We also transformed the data to fit the principal component analysis, which broke through the limitation of
cluster analysis in former dermatoglyphic studies. As this statistics method worked well, it brought out new space for
development of dermatoglyphic studies.

Key word: Leme Bai Nationality; Dermatoglyph; Cluster analysis; Principal component analysis



