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Abstract:Human origin and diversification is one of the most focused scientific topics. Recent ge-
netic studies provided solid evidences for understanding the natural history of human being. Ac-
cording to the genomic similarity between human and other great apes, the Pongidae was merged
into Hominidae, and the chimpanzee and bonobo were even in the Hominini which originated about
seven million years ago. Inside the Hominini, genus Homo, human in common definition, evolved
out of Australopithecus over two million years ago. In the early history of human, there were Homo
gautengensis, Homo habilis, Homo rudolfensis, Homo ergaster, etc. In the later history, two major
branches, Homo erectus and Homo sapiens, occurred. The genomes of modern human, Neanderthals,
and Denisovans showed great differences, suggesting that they diverged around 800-600 thousand
years ago. Therefore, Homo sapiens can be divided into H. s. australis, H. s. septentrionalis, and H.
s. orientalis. Modern human are all in the H. s. australis. They evolved into the anatomic modern
human about 200 thousand years ago, dispersed out of Africa about 70 thousand years ago, and di-
versified into eight races in different geographic regions subsequently. The occurrence of the races
and the phylogeny of Y chromosome haplogroups are highly associated because they evolved to-
gether. A better understanding of the natural history of human and the genetic variants among the
races will be certainly helpful to the elimination of racism, the global peace, and the development of
the relevant disciplines such as medicine.
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