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Physical Characters and Ethnic Affiliations of Several Ancient Nationalities in
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TAN Jingze, HAN Kangxin

MOE Key Laboratory of Contemporary Anthropology, School of Life Sciences, Fudan University, Shanghai 200433 China

ABSTRACT: Due to the diverse entironments in different geographic areas, the different life styles and customs, and
the different histories and origins, the nationalities in China showed not only homogeneity but also heterogeneity in
the economies, cultures, physical characters, and ethnic affiliations since remote antiquity. Here we collected some
relevant materials from literature, and discussed the physical characters and ethnic affiliations of several nationalities
lived in North China historically. We also tried to demonstrate the interactions and evolvements of the nationalities,
and the potential relationship between ancient and present nationalities by analyzing the physical characters and
kinships of the ancient nationalities.
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Fig.1 Distribution of several ancient nationalities in North
China
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Fig.1 Fane, copper coin, and Gandhara Statues of Kushan Empire
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Fig.4 Cranial shapes and distribution of several major

physical types in northern Eurasia
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Editor's Summary: Several ancient nationalities in North China, Scythians, Huns, Sienbi, Turks, have influenced the

whole Eurasia to some extent. Though the nomadic lives have made them similar to each other, they could still have

difference ethnic origins judging from their physical characters. (LI Hui, Department of Genetics, Yale University)
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