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Conjunction of Two Migrant Populations from North and South: the

Y-chromosome Diversity of the Earliest Farmers in Xinjiang
YANG Shu
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ABSTRACT: There are several hypotheses on the origin and distribution of populations in Xinjiang before Mongoloid
population arrived. Here we focus on some new data from the literature, and indicate a hypothesis of two routes of
agriculture migration into Xinjiang. There should also have been admixtures between these two migrants. According
to the proportions of Y-chromosome haplogroups J and Rla in Xinjiang population, the proto-Indo-European
(Tocharian) speakers should have derived from the northern migrant of Proto-European type.
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& Fig.1 Northern and southern migrants from West

Asia and the Y-chromosome haplogroups
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Tab.1 Y-chromosome diversity of Xinjiang Uigur and

Northwestern Han Chinese
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Fig.2 The migration routes of northern and southern migrants in Xinjiang
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