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Application of Dental Anthropology in Individual Identification and Population

Ethnicity

ZHANG Jianbo, TAN Jingze
MOE Key Laboratory of Contemporary Anthropology, School of Life Sciences, Fudan University, Shanghai 200433 China

ABSTRACT: Skills of dental anthropology, a subfield of physical anthropology, developed rapidly in the recent years.
After the studies of metrical traits and qualitative traits of human teeth from diverse global populations by the
anthropologists in the past several decades, the significant difference of dental structural variants among ethnic
groups or geographic regions were confirmed. These variations are greatly associated with the lifestyles, diets,
cultures, health, etc. Here, we reviewed the application of dental anthropology in individual identification and
population ethnicity, and its extension in archaeology, forensic sciences, and human origin studies.
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Fig.1 Abrasion degrees of human teeth
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Tab.1 Abrasion degrees of the first cheek tooth in different ages
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Tab.2 Abrasion degrees of the second cheek tooth in different
ages
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Fig.2 The abrasion degrees can be much larger than expected
according to the ages in some special cases
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