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Development of Hunting and its Influences on the Evolution of Early

Homo

LIU Zhenyang

School of Medicine, Fudan University, Shanghai 200032 China

ABSTRACT: Those oddly—shaped fossils excavated provided increasingly strong evidences for the early emergence of
hunting-collection lifestyle of early Homo species. By studying the hunting model still in existence, scientists
proposed an endurance running hunting hypothesis. In this hypothesis, early hominine hunters chased after ungulates
for food by endurance running, driving some mammals to exhaustion, or gradually approached them and kill them
with sharp weapons. This hunting model exerted a dramatic influence on human evolution, changed human body,
social behaviors, and territory awareness. However, there is ongoing debate on the existence of hunting lifestyle for
the early hominines. Some scientists argued that early Homo were not real hunters. According to some new data and
reassessment of old data, early hominines were thought to be scavengers, or even worse, they themselves might be
the food for larger predators. Despite these disputes, it is generally believed that a hunting-collection lifestyle had
been established in the early hominine society. The impact of hunting lifestyle on human evolution should be
well-recognized.
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