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Analyzing Courtyard Tombs Found among the Gelong in Hainan
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ABSTRACT: The Gelong people reside downstream the Changhua River in the western Hainan. The Gelong language,
also known as "Cun", is considered a Hlai or Gelao language. Genetically, the Gelong are most closely related to the
Gelao people. During a research expedition in Sand Village, Sigeng Township of Dongfang City, we found that the
Gelong bury family members in their yards, thus keeping the departed very close to the living. Like the Gelao, the
Gelong use stone coffins and practice bone-cleaning rituals as well as couple burials. These parallels suggest a strong
socio-cultural resemblance between the Gelao and Gelong.
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Fig.1. Distribution of Tai-Kadai populations (A) and Ethnic groups in Hainan Island (B)
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Fig.2. Village and Tombs of the Gelong People. A. Old building in Xinjie Town; B. Enjoying the cool under a Tamarind

tree (Tamarindus indica); C. Coral wall; D. Oxcart; E. Ancestral tablets in the house; F. The tomb of Jiaqing years in

Fu family’s yard; G. Tombs in Li family’s yard; H. A tombstone of Li’s family.
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