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Child Daughter-in-law Marriages in Northern China were different

from those in Southern China

TONG Chunxia

School of Anthropology and Sociology, Minzu University of China, Beijing 100081, China

Abstract: “Child daughter-in-law” (CDL) marriage was prevalent throughout China before 1949. The majority of
studies on CDL marriage in the past were carried out in southern China. In this study, we interviewed older women
who had been a part of CDL marriage in Qingzhou, Shandong and Linyi, Shandong (northern China). After
analyzing this data we found that CDL marriages in northern China differed greatly from those in the south; CDL
marriages were less common in northern China, adoption ages were much older; CDL marriages were restricted to
poor families; and CDL marriages usually resulted in stable families. These differences might have stemmed from
contrasting attitudes towards CDL marriages, as well as the amount of work women could do at home. Herein, we
demonstrate how mode of production influences cultural practices, specifically CDL marriage.
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31 EPEH X B EE U LL 51 A BE 35 4E % Tab.1. Proportions of child marriages and adoption ages in West Fujian
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Tab.2. Proportions of child marriages and adoption ages in the area of Wu dialect
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Tab.6. Proportions of child marriages and adoption
ages in three provinces in Wu dialect area
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Tab.4. Adoption ages of the CDLs in Meixian, Guangdong
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Tab.5. Adoption ages of the CDLs in Huizhou, Anhui
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Tab.7. Procreation proportion of the CDL and normal marriages in Shangdong
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Tab.8. Numbers of Clothes of the CDLs when marriage in Shandong
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