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Historical Background for the DNA Investigation

of the CAO Cao Clan
HAN Sheng
Department of History and Center for Anthropological Studies, Fudan University, Shanghai 200433 China

ABSTRACT: While many believe the mausoleum excavated in Anyang to be CAO Cao’s tomb, no strong evidence has
been found. Therefore, historians and molecular anthropologists must work together to identify the owner of the
mausoleum. This study covers the clarification of the CAO clan’s origins and questions whether or not the CAO clan
was annihilated during a coup to end their dynasty. We found that the CAO clan did not descend from the Xiahou
clan because surname changes were not acceptable within the aristocracy during the Han dynasty. We also concluded
that the CAO clan was not completely destroyed as we found CAO descendants living in southern China by

examining their stemmas. DNA comparisons between today’s CAO clan and the remains found in the Anyang

mausoleum could eventually determine who is buried in the mausoleum.
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