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Kam Women'’s Long-term Period of Matrilocal

Residence after Marriage in Zhanli Village
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School of Anthropology and Sociology, Minzu University of China, Beijing 100081 China; Graduate School of Humanities, Tokyo
Metropolitan University, Tokyo 192-0397 Japan

ABSTRACT: The “Long-term Period of Matrilocal Residence after Marriage” (LPMRAM) tradition has a long history
among minorities in the southwestern provinces of China, such as Guangxi, Yunnan, and Guizhou. In this article, the
author investigates LPMRAM in among the Kam people in Zhanli Village, Congjiang County, Guizhou Province. In
this village, LPMRAM serves to protect women and train them to be wives and mothers. LPMRAM is thus an
extremely beneficial practice to the people of Zhanli.
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