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FIRST PARAGRAPH: The migrations and settlements of Pleistocene hominins in China and related issues will be
discussed in this paper. Since 1920’s, thousands Palaeolithic localities have been found in China. Those provide more
detailed information on the history of human evolution in this region. The earliest Palaeolithic remain found in the
Nihewan Basin, north China is at least 1.6 myr old. Some hominid sites in central and south China are even earlier
such as Yuanmou in Yunnan, Jianshi in Hubei and so on. Those are the earliest record of the migrations and

settlements of Pleistocene Hominins in China as well as East Asia.
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Early Palaeolithic industries in north
China are flake-tool tradition and consist
mainly of scrapers, points and other light-duty
tools made on flake blanks. The flake-tool
technology continued to exist with no obvious
change from the Lower to the Upper
Pleistocene in north and southwest China. In
the meantime, several hundred localities with
core-chopper industries have been found
recently along the river valleys of central and
south China. These consist of choppers, picks
and spheroids, as well as other heavy-duty tools.
The core-chopper industries continued to
develop from the late Lower Pleistocene to the
Upper Pleistocene too.

Comparative  study of  Paleolithic
industries between East Asia and the western
part of the Old World indicates that connections
between East Asia and the West existed
probably earlier than 1 myr, evidenced by the
appearance of the same simple lithic techniques
and same components of lithic assemblages in
these two regions, which can be defined as
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“Mode 1 technology”. Those should be the
evidence of the first migration from Africa to
East Asia.

However, bottlenecks in cultural and gene
flow between the two parts of the Old World
developed during the period from the late
Lower Pleistocene to early Upper Pleistocene,
because the Mode 1 technology was replaced
by the Acheulean industries, i.e. the Mode 2
technology soon in the West, while the
core-chopper and  flake-tool  industries
continued in the East for a long time. Such
different technological development in these
two regions continued. Mousterian industries
dominated many parts of the West for the early
Upper Pleistocene, in the meantime,
core-chopper and flake tool traditions were still
well preserved in China. The so-called Chinese
Middle Paleolithic was a continuation of the
previous core-chopper and flake-tool tradition,
different from the Mousterian industries in the
West. It seems that there were two evolutionary
paths after the earliest Mode 1 technology: the
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Acheulean and Mousterian dominated the West,
and core chopper and flake tools controlled the
East. Even though distinctive Palaeolithic
traditions existed east and west of the
Qinghai-Tibet Plateau, there are still many
common features in the adaptation among the
Pleistocene hominids of these two sides
including land use, subsistence strategy and so
on.

Cultural segregation between China and
the West seems only to be broken through in
the late Upper Pleistocene, evidenced by the
emergence of blade and micro-blade industries
in North China, which might indicate new
cultural exchange happened between these two
sides. Recent geological investigations indicate
that after the much stronger uplift during the
late Lower Pleistocene and early Middle
Pleistocene, the Qinghai-Tibet plateau became
a significant physical barrier and brought about
global climatic changes. It affected the
surrounding areas greatly, created a huge dry
desert in Central Asia, which might become a
major factor interrupting human migration and
cultural exchange between China and the West
for a long time.
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