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East and West: looking for a point to meet each other
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FIRST PARAGRAPH: The Paleolithic archaeology was brought into China since more than 80 years ago. The first
academic volume was also written by westerners [1]. Mainly supported by western financial group the first
generation of Paleolithic scholar like Pei WC and Jia LP were trained out through the discovery work of Peking Man.
After new China they both lead some work of discovering several important sites like Lantian, Dingcun and Nihewan
basin sites. The closed situation make Chinese academic work was interrupted till the end of 1970s. Later on the
country’s gate was open again many Chinese scholars were able to go to the west and fewer foreigners came to China
including doing collaborated field work. Nowadays it has become more and more frequent between each other. For
laggard situation there are more cases of teaching by westerners and going abroad to learn their theories and methods
by Chinese. We do have got much of western influence. It became popular of studying microwear in period of doing
my master degree in late 1980s. My supervisor (Prof. Zhang SS) for master degree had followed Keeley to learn
somehow of microwear analysis knowledge at his middle age. He brought back Keeley’s book and conducted my
thesis. This example reflects persistent Chinese strong desire for absorbing new knowledge and conventional
diligence as usual.
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As the third generation of Chinese
Paleoanthropology here we experienced new
tide of going abroad for degrees. Many of us
were out and kept staying there. Few were back
home. | finally took my root in China though |
had desired to go out. Keeping my work in
China, | have also got precious professional
experience in France by chance and impressed
with both of its deeply rooted classic
prehistoric archaeology and modern efforts.
Prehistoric in Europe strongly influence many
levels of the society. Back to China afterwards,
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I decided to focus my work through traditional
work instead of laboratory microwear. For me
microwear was not the most needed work to
develop at that time in China. Even though, 1
had stayed in an excellent center of Vallbonne
for microwear study. So | got engaged in field
work at Nihewan basin, Guangxi Bose,
Guizhou Panxian Dadong, Chongging Wushan
Longgupo, Inner Mongolian Salawusu and
Hubei Yunxian-Jiantanping sites of different
region in north or south of the country and
periods from millions to several thousands and
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hundreds year ago. Some of these works were
carried out by close collaboration with
American or French, some have been done only
by ourselves. By accumulating experience |
have proposed some new ideas [2-6] about
Chinese Paleolithic and its possible role played
in human evolution. | realized recent new
materials has impacted our proper knowledge
and make us modulate our mind.

From earlier discovered evidence fund in
Africa and Europe many standards of human
fossils and cultural sequence of comparison
have been made according to them. The other
materials from later developed China seem only
follow the trail of that. Together with western
colleagues we Chinese have also become
accustomed to the ready-made scale to evaluate
all  discoveries including ourselves. The
historical-made absence and weakness of
discourse power for us means notion from
Western base is much powerful than the
Easterner’s. On the contrary easterners have
much better knowledge about west than the
westerners about east. Suppose if history were
reversed, how would be the situation? It is
foreseen that we could not get close level to the
truth  without fully communication between
easterners and westerners. For reaching our aim
we need sincere communion and sincere review
on both materials. It is for sure that our manner,
attitude and profundity of intercommunion for
our work in modern time will profoundly
influence on our understanding in where our
eastern and western ancestors would meet each
other and how they met in prehistoric time.
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